THE DAILY STAR

Students call for recognition
of Libyan National Council

By Van Meguerditchian
The Daily Star

BEIRUT: Dozens of Lebanese Amer-
ican University students urged the For-
eign Ministry and the Parliament
Monday to recognize Libya’s rebel
National Council as the sole represen-
tative of the Libyan people, while con-
demning violence used against pro-
testers across the Arab world.

“Itis not acceptable to see Arab gov-
ernments’ hands folded while Libyan
leader Moammar Gadhafi massacres
the people,” said Hassan Shams, a busi-
ness accounting student and a member
of the LAU social club.

LAU’s student council, which is
elected by students through yearly
elections, prepared a petition to be
delivered to the Parliament and the
Foreign Ministry later Monday urging
it to bridge ties with Libya’s Interim
Transitional National Council.

France has been the only country in
the world so far to recognize the rebel
council, as other countries have still
not agreed on the proper way to deal
with the ongoing violence in Libya.

Clashes broke out in several towns
in Libya last month after opposition
members staged demonstrations call-
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ing for the end of Gadhafi’s 40-year
rule over the North African country.

LAU students from different Arab
nationalities joined what looked like a
mini-Arab demonstration against vio-
lence and oppression in the Arab world.

Pan-Arab songs were played at
LAU’s Beirut campus, and some stu-
dents held banners and posters
denouncing the brutal crimes against
innocent civilians and other contra-
ventions of human rights in cities such
as Cairo, Tunis, Sanaa and Manama.

In a speech to demonstrating stu-
dents, Shams called on the Lebanese
government to recognize and support
the Libyan National Council as the
legitimate power of the Libyan people.

“Revolutions are sweeping the region
for you oh [occupied] Jerusalem,”
Shams said in reference to the series of
social upheavals in major North African
countries. “Blood s being spilled for you
Palestine, because your dignity deserves
to be liberated by the people who have
faith in freedom.”

InFebruary, demonstrations in Egypt
resulted in the resignation of President
Hosni Mubarak. Similar demonstra-
tions in Libya, now in their second
month, have become violent with Gad-
hafi’s forces unleashing a violent crack-
down on rebel groups.
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LAU students protest in support of the Libyan people.

“Freedom is aright for all Arab peo-
ple and not only Palestinians,” said
Shams, who voiced hope that the pop-
ular uprisings would sooner or later
achieve justice in the region.

Many of the students at the gather-
ing chanted the slogan that has
become recognizable from protests
across the region: “The people want to

topple the regime”

When asked if the Lebanese gov-
ernment has disregarded the Libyan
rebel National Council, Shams sarcas-
tically said Lebanon was helpless with
the absence of a government today. “I
think there is a major weakness in
decision-making in Lebanon which is
due to disagreements between rival

parties,” Shams added.

Another student said the gathering’s
objective was to make the voice of stu-
dents heard by the Lebanese govern-
ment and officials. “People who stand
for their rights would certainly reach
their goals of freedom and justice,” said
Imad Fouani, an undergraduate student
of international business at LAU.
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