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\Warm reception for play exploring Jewish and Palestinian history

Amani Abou Harb
Special to The Daily Star

EIRUT: The tragic suf-

fering of European

Jewry at the hands of

Nazi Germany provid-
ed a macabre boon to Zionist
efforts to open Palestine to
Jewish immigration, and thus
the creation of Israel. At the
opposite end of the spectrum,
the plight of the Palestinians
has often been overlooked:
their expulsion from their
homeland, the annexation of
their lands, and most-recently
Israel’s 2008-2009 siege and

Selecjﬁio\

“Chnly Your Sreried fnfarmmirion”

bombing of Gaza.

The crimes committed
against the people of Gaza
inspired the British playwright
Caryl Churchill to write “Sev-
en Jewish Children” — a play of
seven monologues that roughly
correspond to events in Jewish
and Palestinian history over the
last 70 years. Churchill wrote
no stage directions into her
play, allowing a plethora of dis-
tinct productions and interpre-
tations to appear worldwide.

Fuad Halwani’s rendition -
staged at the Lebanese Ameri-
can University on Friday
evening as part of its University

Theater Festival — captivated the
audience. The cast consisted of
Assil Ayyash, who delivered
each of the seven monologues,
Hussein Nakhal, who represent-
ed the anguish and torment of
the Palestinians through inter-
pretive dance, and Kervork
Manoukian, who provided
music on the doudouk.

The play began with Ayyash
stating what one must tell a
young Jewish girl about her her-
itage. Her monologue was
marked with contradictory
statements, as the Jewish
woman grapples to find the
words to vindicate the injustice

inflicted by Israelis upon the
Palestinians. “Tell her, tell her
about the army,” she said. “Tell
her she’s got nothing to be
ashamed of. Tell her they did it
to themselves. Tell her they
want their children killed to
make people sorry for them.
Tell her I'm not sorry for them.
Tell her not to be sorry for
them. Tell her we're the ones to
be sorry for. Tell her they can’t
talk suffering to us.”

The woman’s outcries were
coupled with Nakhal’s perfect-
ly choreographed contortions —
a heartrending metaphor for
Palestinian pain and suffering.

There was no direct confronta-
tion between the two charac-
ters. The Israeli woman erected
ladders on stage, symbolizing
the construction of the Israeli
separation barrier and the
annexation of Palestinian
lands; the Palestinian man tried
to pull them down.

Hasan Salame’s lighting
design captured the essence of
Nakhal’s  distorted  dance

moves by dramatically casting
his shadow along the walls of
Irwin Hall. Audience members
were moved by this gesture and
heads turned to admire the
frantic movements of the shad-

ows engulfing the theater.

Arek Dakessian’s  sound
design was tailored to distil an
aura of anxiety, regret, conflict
and, during ecstatic dances, lib-
eration. The addition of live
doudouk was the perfect touch,
its lamenting tone at the perfor-
mance’s end leaving the audi-
ence dazed with indignation.

After a tense 25 minutes, the
audience honored the actors
with a well-merited standing
ovation.

For more information on LAU's
Student Theatre Festival, visit
http://lautheatre.com/.



Selg}c

SOy Your Selerted Inforsmarion”

,,,nﬁ:udl

11650 s2d) 2010-07-26 (i)

18

ALl S yaodl 8 ya S rroladl 7 yussall gl Ls el
oS gt WAk s gl (oS53 (2 36 (JIgads (G gdl

Ayl 45ld a0 (5 959 poanani Ll
dac o cuilsg cadalyl §yadl cdis
WJ.AJIH;.&U.GLG_HsLuqu
o> colaldllisfas ciala Byally
shagall yilieull al3] Lo ygas cagial
Sl fyo Ao Alads I culogy
(o Sin Sy uaL:.Lg_dJ;u_al.\.ll
Crg)l g padl il alall
Jelis 3l yapandl byl yola
sl (o 5 S Ayl s
Lo calls (s Ly lasiil. yg yeully
o laan g Galeadl LaS il gyl
Lo (et ellsai y¥1 1309 sd..unls_a
gl ol al Adlindl fro §ySan
sl £ 3do 39diies (1t (pulopisn
¢Adiguico AaSano A a0 olalio (o ye
A.i.ln_an.u.La.I!u.oJ:n.n.i.lld.o.m.lﬂ
Aaalple L3 (o lgyac daiye
A5 gualt (gl
294 Jlabol e

ogtiio poy2dlling e ilw
\‘..A‘_,An)_c. s Al ey
Caalls oY1 (g 5l gl el
e 3 i sl iy 23 s
3 Bl TSl e
Q.ol‘g.'nl_io_g.l:-a-ll.\'..\ blod
FAPIEN PR PP, PR BE 1 | VRS |
u.m.a.ll‘_,s d.h.ﬂ.l."o.s.bu.l&n\_ul.s."u‘).ut
Gun Al Aol asdl (o yadl (LS Aoyl
ailile Lplgs ua.n.ll'sl.:..la idglb i iy
il YLy ((eauliS (sogall agaolals iuages
s jUALe (o (gagell e Ll Aulss a‘,.u..a.ll
uuguhipswa.amu.bdu.hilu.u.n
TSR EARTIE IR RO PRT Y.
oSl Jasel Sl cgilgla a13d 1955 ey
Jols ol AL A3l o -JIS
L;uu.LngagﬁJlu_u...dld_m‘aL@.u..nlb).‘n_:
wo¥Bage i Al ddyall o dsls (ptesis
«\ﬂiA.Ilu_).&gd."nl:xh«uLﬂlaJJaJmL:.dl
8 o B)E g el sl e YAl
i Bale Lalys Sl aggll slgals ccuye unitle
cagpadl alle ‘,.Lr.‘,.sl.u..!l‘__,.aLu._n.«-.ll ol
il go pliig ALl (e paeyd Blyal Cusals
(36 LSS R g g A5
(3l acans algdiLo JS (yusan iy lgalogo
@_.o.u...u.. 4.!......330..:.4..45;.:.\_\‘_}5‘,4.].“
33y Cpadl (pa djladl (jlusgalo o yadas 3929
ccilalsll yused oilhylas IS A asoya (gdllg
aa il S yally il (s Aahll il

J-idﬁl..t PR AL sLadl U"‘ J.A_I_" ,a.‘.ua
q..La...u.;.Il eanilly (A4l ‘_,n o ‘_,.mi U=y
olg Yold LAl culiesy Ii_u-'ssdl_‘h.lu\.uhhl
448 A il 535 tha cuadge 5ysall 3l
¥ gl Jad eﬂﬂha-"—'-““-'ﬁﬂ.)se—u-"w
eCpaladily il Byriuo Loy s casd asas
2 Eag o Lyl Alilen yagye b AlSallg
L}lsuulpjqu&‘}.ham«Lu}ﬁ
l.@.lu.n.l.a‘_,...ll Al ao ceeoliind Liugyag
.u.\.t.ll‘_,n bhahg‘_g.md.huuls £y nshd
P" u.nsl ¢dd peall Aacogeuladl Si¥eudias o
lasas <) Bl o AdboLaill ciyall Jlacl
ASLLL A3 LA By pa ypadally el o
iyl yo pliall () Lasca ¥ ! Lislas culas
(30 Bl Jasal g gpll gos bilolas yisl aag
Ladcl ol eygmaadl clagd Il Sl
LA.IAJ L|5..4 uS.LuIaUL;_).g.UL,ﬂL@.uLiJLmA
u.eu‘,...uld_..ulus.l uuaui’sq_.u.u‘_,a
[Nt xd.lUna." ?5.1 S-IJ-HII L@-d‘-‘-ﬂ-l‘s l@.n.ﬂ.n
o232l 3 iyl Ak e 35,50 i o
(e Aapylla Adho Tl Ja> J..a}'l.l
0 bt ig 2 duid cllaadl ats G jy JIAS
‘_,“_..s.l‘._._,.:.u Blulo awcuatil ulacadl
b A8y Bgeeuis padaias LS nglysi
il Bgleud Jalyo (o dls ye JsI daoyie
S i st Bl e LN g
gl yusg Al G 1 g
gl Lsd yeus Aoyl L4+m l_lﬂl.aaa.lﬂs
Bale slys Lo Bglle (ual 1 (Jaall NI
Jsda udn_g.a al g ‘;331 pIsll daal u..m.n
o Lilsy yasi cilyad plsles Caall U\.Lu.!,l NH|
M!J&ud.ny_’n‘)lalu.ﬂub

Alie o)

Ladly2 ghreadl . 4 0 (g1 Lo (gl ilals
Ciag Lghagde 804 (o (lesad (gagyd asecad)
;J.oJ.\J.\a‘_,,eJ.\Siu.nLS Lagias dgalodald
Aalgall i uildﬂhghdlﬁhﬂu.a calsy
Lidglio ey (Lo puad culd S Siaas (o
9 gl gl (A g gy3ld yliadl udng
2o Lo Jsilagas yiaall Lis Uil 3l uddll
oA Logad lsall auad ol Lia 7kl L4
;t_.,.u.'.u.».:.uu..a_ug_.d.; il Jladl
KPR S agyelly aiiiag ciladladg
uun”la.ou.h n.l_‘hll‘_,_l&d.\.ugd.u..aa_m
g iy gl gyl daoll Aagde (et
Hoﬂl—u&ad‘ﬂhuﬂu—g :_uLb\'l daga (o
8yl q_n..U..h.nngt_anJlUA.L.a slasol
Jaladl Gd asanaldl (_;J_adl il dass g
‘,.a.n.a.ta.-.u..nuad‘,n Jg.@.u.liu.aus.r__)llg
agagiisai ol oo Jleatg yliniisassy
J-Ghuluol.u.dgago_\.a;_aa‘g.:.d-_)—'\ﬂ
g hu.a."lu.uu.ll@.ﬂh.ol il ddeaiall
oA Y] Oe Byladlls Jhas uls gyl &ayl
Lgleg L:.s.n..e dosa .l..\s.\...ua ogl.\l Obs Ll
pauas Jasoldi (ol cible By il Luads
Aol Glloda e slyd il Lo aga gy
0da Llo el s (o A dsanglly dadadall
oo 4..||_..u.c.1_...|i_xu1|3‘a;.a)4.. daaludl
b.\-a»l_gd.md'ﬂl d.ua.dl U.-JJ.\.-':J [urPEN C}au.a.l.l
La_w.u J.uasl Cuydle 4.1.»1[9 d.a_).\.liu;_).sl
LA il jliall Coe ¥l ciladl als
LSl yly aslels Juw 8 Lgns] m!.\':’l,_,s aalad

(&l le)

lialll a1

ki A gl ady VYl 35l 2
o Layalda A sLildl adiyg gl
‘_,_l.al_\.“ CJ.au..Ll‘_,.ls.\.llubJ.@.ll
aS yaodl dzoladl aalald (Al ¢ gyl
g yillg Sugla il palill dalialll
casaliiiog aslsyls cdgdl e sl
daoladl oy JS 10 slad dl 3llaul
uoc-hﬂ}_l)\-l-lw}’ldscdﬁ-m‘ddgj-\
pat Ladtisg alof yiiw Qi Qge
Olayedl 1ia dasll e yaislly slacatll
Lisla s (o3l (gl g9 (o0 il
uaJDJ-d \"44-03.\3{5.“ d_l.liul."
ul.:s‘ye,.ll lﬁ-lhb).e,e o Mgare Luae
j.a.: JA.“J-DUH G il uL..:
Lgad pulis (Aogeagon ddazy Ll.LaLl_).i
o 4ol ui_l l_lJ}_l._u.l-lJ-lA A |_|_|l_|
o ,a.n.\.n_aui_;l_).a.n.uﬂu.l.r- R e
gyl A A&Jh G caladad (i yall
pledilin JLA.:.}'I ails O Ja4—a>y
Asaa b daddea (pe §yadiBaladls
uL.a}‘Ln )..a.o.l.u}u iy eyl
Al M}u}‘l Aoladl s I
GLjISle dralsg Zasyaayl Laslally
£ iam e TA o yatiaws ol gl
a_...ﬂlsiuy_.'-@fﬁ__.d_suﬁ_;
cLandyl yoye (LS Sua oyt
_)-n-\-llg os..i_g IS.nlSn ua.ui Lu.l 4..-:.}.....4
@L.u i o

($lgell (el Labiesls 1 oyl (o
LG du-hi aJd_-wn q:lmls “dls'?':'”

gasally rpdeal]

‘_,lug...AJla__.J_id.a.\iéa...lg.ngw}.l_li
cAsaluleg I8 )La el e (yglatidl iy ligm
).u.isl n.uJ.LJLd el aogyly age Gl
oM aled . Jasagl Cupdilog pube Gagyl el
BySillave o le syl pagyadl yisi oo
E.E_-_LEAJliJ_u g?.n.r:g e Ua_).p .t.:u.a..:s.llg
g 190 o Lialedly Adgiall Juial (g JLusdly
daang Laslas) L0 i & ¢ jlualid jggmandl
Lo jluisy dnidll Lo y 33 glyaal alaialy
Lol 30 531 A .y g gl Log gl
A.Hua."v.l& dayadl Al gy Al ayadl Laadl
Oganlll el o s cas g1 (gl (Lidgia saly
o Lgdslag yautaall Jn.a.n.l.ag agasd o yg ‘JSL:
Al Loyl Baguais Lulowuom‘ze.\f»
oA vdad LB Lpaog aglesg 4.!;_).1 Lalal dcuna
m‘)sd..:.:. SLJ_MSIUSAJLAJSJJ.U\AJ.GJ
513‘,.»; .Lulsghgp}‘uu)uu.m sladils
yoaall gilibo o L2y Jadd ((ggaadl Aasas Sols
adidac A gl {33—"?19—‘4-‘0‘“)3)""’3
gliayl 1ia alus :JALm.“ pislly ¢,Lall dss.l
Ciadioagag sl L;Lnl ayall als g.\.ll LP‘-""'
et Jad elojls Wyl gLl (uyd Yyl

“3')‘;.::.93 Wulwwymﬁw
RPN RS OPCTIFE
celageall bl (pe dule andu Lo (3391 yoladl
&0 A uligll (8 Ll £ 53 i )Ly 2udlly s

iyl o yal



Selectinto)

VYAPY sasdl O €A eall O 8)EF) (lancti VY DAY+ 1 gl Y Cuscall

S5

SISl 55 5o sl ol LALES
385 8Spally ()l plall alad sgutio 6
S (88 AN iyl bgang L
iyl (JUAI (G ygas U deadls
Ryl (8 gyl (8 Baagul] o
bﬁ.\a‘g g}!l RS = e)l.u.ll s
CoaSal 39y S g (o (09U
Qs e anlol 3529 Lssls Jlag
i Ol i (81 I Ay
s ylias soadl ()“ u.lf.uaJI} el
:tL;Jl sSbas (5 guadl (LU §yaas
a_)l_a.ll uL_\J.u.\.LMg_QuQu.A_LJ‘)»
e Ak Sl laill o Baalg 529
_,sa.uy ;La.mlu.sla Q_ll ulAJ.Q—“
S 8)tl iy oyl s
ALY a el Blllad e
LU @S)ldis ia cols la ygall
o g il AL oo daa

VAT PR sy iage

sl plas)

s 8 yuillg gl Lole g pLasyl
s paall gl da )a.n
gl @b (o8 dna el (A3
$e e Ugins (ol u.\.\AJi
gl Gl (o gl JLs (S gals
WIJASSJ@MP;II g el
Ladll g wml U o
ilatian I S k1 9 ALAIL syt
ally Jasl sl Lo Lgad
LS g pusall dSpatia GSIAS disanll
ST yoaall e Selus| Jasll JAudig
aaldis § ol ga¥lg Jardl selid] (0
dasd 3sLd] (8 931 bl s
ARl jae saldia (S ol gl g
JSi 3l pakl sgedio alalall gl g
Ll el (8 dugydll GBlall s
Aslaad) Salidg sl wis (e
(Jandl dasdUl LI aai e Jady
aas wie A pead) Lo cudis)
BUS ) galsll 090 5,800 iy

3y a¥ Cluallly C}aﬁdl selud)
8D 8,88 eilS (Al it
CLuSl ‘_g Pl jan e dalasall
Comall gall Gl spall S o 2l
AL Al dalids (g3l ‘,_a_ala.ll
dasladl 8 e}.b.llj u|.!}!| dls § i
ﬁﬁLch 098 ?...us suSJ.m)'I antall
o301 189181 dus s naladl 0,3 3
o 9B (il g sl g atl
M g gdl S Ol gess (10 S gA 00
L.u.Uq.uJ.a\g Lssls 00,8 UYL is
cl_,;l‘g Alulj sl audiyg g
Qdii daadis 5-’a|.ua.u ] Ll
032 £ 32 oo 5 bl Js3alls
Olagey LSy ,nksn Cila g AU
RETRWTT

daayeus Jlasi (la ) (§ s
hsy duddga dads oo udg29
Ljgay poo anagsll o Bl (yuigs
BLaYL aolulll slaslall e s
J)99 d.ss.\.u_gﬂ Jlas¥ (o sl )
o ol gullg =il g a.n)m.ll Jasd|
Olabig Qlal o (ias (s jus
QS (s oLe dlig 550
9 Gl (rdian LS (gl
dla;auaauhulbau_g.ﬂdlb;uu
yad e peed) uplatl g GLSLEAL
asLit) JlasdU il Zadll Ls
Ul glagall sl Guid] Cuns
Ay o4y LsSLs ol (S ot
9 338 Bapeas jladdly ol
Jealls g ()1 casUaieal oJ 31 ) el

anaill SIS Copaill pas algl] (0
Al il oyl (o oSy g gl

02 Bacas ()l il () goiad) ps
S 8 8 £33 o (B g
5 pdy 5y L lns 3
Slalss] s Ll Bl &



Selﬁc

“Onlly Tour Selerted .rn_,';.lrrr.lln.ln‘

REVIEW

THE DAILY STAR

SATURDAY, JULY 24, 2010

12

A brilliant performance of ‘Kafka” opens LAU's Theater Festival

Amani Abou Harb
Special to The Daily Star

EIRUT: Placing histori-
cal figures in fictive cir-
cumstances has long

been a trope in fiction
writing. Such is the premise of
Lina Abiad’s “Kafka, His Father,
the Boss, the Wolf, and the Pigs.”
This Arabic-language play is an
adaptation of an undelivered let-
ter written by the eminent 20th
century fiction-writer Franz Kaf-
ka to his oppressive father.

Staged on July 22, the play
was the opening performance
of LAU’s 13th Student Theater
Festival, an annual event
organized by the Fine Arts
department at the Lebanese
American University.

The cast was uniformly
dressed in long black coats,
white shirts and black ties,
which made it possible for them
to exchange roles on stage. The
addition of a bowler hat conve-
niently allowed the female cast
members to hide their hair and
allowed Abiad to employ cross-
gender acting techniques. Both

female and male actors played
the role of Kafka, perhaps sub-
tly alluding to Kafka’s petite
feminine build - a recurring
source of distress for him.

The plot finds one version of
Kafka reading out sections of
the letter in question while the
other cast members - the
younger versions of Kafka and
his father - re-enact the inci-
dents mentioned in the text.
Several younger Kafkas stam-
mer and gesticulate frantically
as they try to address the father.

This technique of demon-
strating Kafka’s disjointed psy-
che, which is tormented by the
ghost of his father’s influence, is
one of the great strengths of
Abiad’s play.

At times, the play appeared
to become incoherent as the
actors broke into a form of
ecstatic dance, which some audi-
ence members found incompre-
hensible and oftentimes disturb-
ing. Yet these departures from
the regimented script of Kafka’s
undelivered letter represented
the epitome of the play, as it is
here that the play best managed

to evoke the essence of Kafka’s
disfigured relationship with his
father and to project the inner
emotional conflict that recollec-
tions of his tyrannical parent
provoked within him.

When bringing her script to
life, Abiad made effective use
of stage design. Designed by
Ghina Sibaii, the props fell in
line with the play’s expression-
ist, aestheticized representa-
tion of reality. Large scrolls, sig-
nifying the letter, were brought
to life as they covered two
dancing versions of Kafka.

The dancers’ synchronized
movements were perfectly cho-
reographed to the frantic music,
as the actors ascend from
beneath the folds of paper, a
lovely visual metaphor for the
young Kafkas’ emergence from
within the text.

The lighting effects, designed
by Mona Knio, were equally
impressive. In general, the light-
ing was dim, which had the effect
of rendering the characters assil-
houettes - falling in line with the
play’s intention of depersonaliz-
ing the actors who interchange-

ably represent different charac-
ters at different times in the play.
Kafka’s efforts to liberate
himself from his father’s grip are
allin vain, as it happens, and the
play ends with his epiphany that
his father has left a lasting
imprint on his perception of the
world, his ability (or inability) to
communicate with people, his
impossible marriage plans, his
job, and his friendships — in
short, upon all aspects of his life.
Abiad’s 50-minute play, per-
formed earlier this spring, was a
roaring success. It was an appro-
priate beginning for this year’s
University Theater Festival.

For more information about LAU's
13th annual Student Theatre Fes-
tival, visit http://lautheatre.com.
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