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LAU discusses importance
of technology in learning

BEIRUT: Online-education
giant Blackboard and its region-
al partner ISB organized a day-
long, six-session summit at LAU
Beirut on Thursday to discuss
the growing need to integrate
technology in education.

Lectures were presented
throughout the day by repre-
sentatives from Blackboard
and LAU faculty members on a
range of topics beginning with
an overview of the globaliza-
tion of education, and hitting
on potential of technology to
make education accessible to
more people.

“Education is no longer a
luxury, it’s no longer for the
elite whose parents were able
to send them to university,”
said Tim Collin, vice president
for Europe, Middle East and
Africa, Blackboard Interna-
tional. “It’s a necessity.”

|| “Technology will not
replace academics,
but teachers need to
develop the skills’

Blackboard, founded in the
United States in 1997, employs
over 1,000 people and works
with more than 5,000 institu-
tions including primary schools,
universities and work places
across the globe. It provides its
subscribers with software and
services, making use of the lat-
est digital and online technolo-
gies to increase the reach and
impact of education worldwide.

“Although we’re a technol-
ogy company, at the core, we
regard ourselves as an educa-
tion company first and fore-
most,” Collin said.

Collin drew attention to a
shift in educational trends
pushed by government and
business which is leading to a
steep increase in global compe-
tition, warning that institutions
that don’t keep up with the
trends will struggle.

He also pointed out that the

number of higher education
students each year in China is
equal to the total number of
higher education students in
France, Germany and the Unit-
ed Kingdom combined.

To illustrate the concept,
Collin quoted an unidentified
professor who recently told
him: “Technology will not
replace academics, but aca-
demics that use technology will
replace those that don’t.”

The event opened with some
short remarks by LAU presi-
dent Joseph Jabbra who called
on the government and the
higher education sector to
work together “to respond to
society” by expanding educa-
tional opportunities. He added
that new online services and
technologies such as those
offered by Blackboard provid-
ed a solution to the challenge of
educating students who cannot
pay university tuition.

“One must level with the
reality of today when a lot of
students and parents cannot
afford to come to the campus
and therefore it is not only our
responsibility, but rather our
obligation to take the campus to
them so they can have an oppor-
tunity to get an education that
is second to none,” Jabbra said.

Lebanese Education Minister
Bahia Hariri also gave a short
address at the summit where she
expressed the need for more
communication, knowledge and
openness in order for society to
progress, and identified e-learn-
ing as an important component
of that process.

“I call on everyone involved
with technological advance-
ment, the private sector, and all
the national and international
organizations to introduce
instruments of information
technology, techniques, and
software to all schools in
Lebanon to prevent a techno-
logical knowledge gap between
one school and another, and
one region and another,” Hariri
said. — The Daily Star
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