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LAU medical students to benefit from teaching hospital deal

BEIRUT: A company affiliated
with the Lebanese American
University (LAU) has bought
Beirut’s Rizk Hospital, which
willenable the university’s med-
ical students to benefit from the

services of the health center lo-
cated in the neighborhood of
Achrafieh, a university state-
ment said on Thursday.
“Students majoring in medi-
cine, pharmacy,and nursing, who

train in the hospital, will gain
hands-on, practical experience
that will help them in their future
careers,” the statement added.

The new medical center will
be dubbed “The Medical Uni-
versity Center — Rizk Hospital,”
and will be officially inaugurat-
ed during a ceremony to be an-
nounced at a later date.

According to the LAU state-
ment, a project is under way to
develop the hospital’s depart-
ments, “so as to make it one of
the most prominent humanitari-
an and medical centers in
Lebanon and the region.”

The Rizk Hospital is one of
Lebanon’s most prominent hos-
pitals, and was established in
1957 by physician Toufic Rizk.
The medical complex is made
up of four buildings and a big
garden. The roof of one of the

buildings is equipped with a he-
licopter landing pad.

LAU’s Gilbert and Rose-
Mary Chagoury School of Med-
icine will open its doors on Sep-
tember 1, 2009.

“The decision by LAU to es-
tablish schools of Medicine and
Nursing, alongside its leading
School of Pharmacys, is in line
with the university’s mission to
serve the people of Lebanon and
the Middle East, and in fulfill-
ment of a strategic vision to cre-
ate comprehensive interdiscipli-
nary health professions training
programs on its Byblos cam-
pus,” according to the school’s
mission statement published on
its website

The school’s integrated cur-
riculum relies on small-group,
self-directed, patient-based
learning and emphasizes on the

patient, rather than the disease.

Unique in the Middle East, the
$18 million complex is envi-
sioned as a technologically ad-
vanced 12,500-square-meter
structure built in line with the
school’s innovative character and
forward-looking curriculum.

The program is being devel-
oped in collaboration with Har-
vard Medical International, to
offer students an American-
style medical education. At the
same time, the school is ex-
pected to enhance world-class
basic, clinical, and translation-
al research targeting regional
health needs.

LAUMS is the seventh li-
censed medical school in
Lebanon. It is to be completed
by 2010, and is named in honor
of businessman and philan-
thropist Gilbert Chagoury— St.

Lucia’s Ambassador, Perma-
nent Delegate to UNESCO and
Ambassador to the Holy See —
and his wife Rose-Marie. They
pledged $10 million to fund the
medical school, and an addi-
tional $3.5 million for the con-
struction of the Alice Ramez
Chagoury School of Nursing,
named after Chagoury’s mother.

The school will be equipped
with state-of-the-art facilities,
including a skill assessment
center; a mock-up lab, a surgical
procedure simulation room,
video streaming, videoconfer-
encing, and multidisciplinary
laboratories, an electronic li-
brary and a 24/7 cyber café.

Pre-medical students have
been enrolling in the program
since 2006, and the first class
will be admitted in fall 2009. —
The Daily Star
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Santeé

[.a vente de
’'Hopital Rizk

ofhicialisée

L’'Hépital Rizk a annoncé
dans un communiqué publié
hier avoir signé un accord de
vente avec une société privée
affiliée a la Lebanese Ameri-
can University (LAU). « Ceci
permettra 4 l'université de

rofiter des ressources consi-
dérables de I'hopital pour
développer ses programmes
académiques et pousser en
avant ses recherches médi-
cales, a ajouté le texte. L’hé-
pital permettra aux étudiants
en médecine, pharmacie et
infirmerie de la LAU de dé-
velopper leurs compétences
en matiére médicale. »

Selon le communiqué,
I'hopital, dans sa nouvelle
formule, portera le nom de

« Centre médical universitai-
re — Hépital Rizk ». Un pro-
gramme visant 4 développer
ses différents départements et
centres de spécialités devrait
étre dévoilé bientdt. « Ce
projet fera de ’hopital un des

rincipaux centres hospita-
{)iers a Péchelle régionale », a
souligné le texte.

Le texte a également indi-
ué que tous les départements
e I'hopital continueront 2

fonctionner  normalement
et que les équipes médicales
fourniront leurs services aux
patients sans aucune alté-
ration, alors que la nouvelle
administration s'occupe de
gérer les affaires administra-
tives.
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