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LAU exhibition features work of 100 graphic design students

May Jeong
Special to The Daily Star

BEIRUT: Graduation art ex-
hibits are often forced affairs
where distant and not-so dis-
tant family members are guilt-
tripped into an evening spent
trading niceties over sub-par
abstractions of art. Luckily, the
exhibit held at the Lebanese
American University's graphic
design department avoids this
fate. The Graphic Design End of
Year Exhibition - titled LOOP -
features works of 100 graphic
and print-design students rang-
ing from sophomores to gradu-
ating seniors. Without shirking
its duties of presenting student
waork, the exhibit manages to be
smart, honest, and funny (you
hear the occasional chuckles
walking down the aisle).

The mediums on display
range from traditional illustra-
tion tossilk screen, to typography
to product packaging. There are
posters mimicking Absolut Vod-
ka advertisements, showcase of
Beirut Art Center stationeries,
and an Adidas and Smarties
packaging venture, Unassuming
viewers will be pleasantly sur-
prised with small interventions
dispersed throughout the exhib-
it (think harmless and almost en-
dearing Starbucks and Maltese
ad campaigns).

SiliaArbid, instructor and co-
ordinator of the foundation
vearingraphic design and archi-
tecture at the LAU and the mas-
termind behind the exhibition,
tells The Daily Star that the ex-
hibit has been around for the
past 10 years, but has only real-
ly been given full institutional
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support since 2002, when gra-
phic design became the disci-
pline of choice for many aspir-
ing young urban professionals.

The exhibit is meant not only
as a way of ending the academ-
ic year with tangible displays of
the fruits of their semester-long
labor, but also as a way of ex-
posing the students to the job
market as potential members of
the creative work force.

“We tried to give students a
platform to exhibit themselves
more, to provide an environ-
ment where students can open
books if they are in print, and to
show their works on the com-
puter if they are graphic design
students,” Arbid explains, Such
closer contact might be the se-
cret to workfront success; most
LAU graphic-design graduates
are employed by the end of
their first yearat the latest, if not
the first few months.

Of the 100 works on display,
29 belong to the graduating
class of 2009.The number used
to hover around 40 to 60, but it
dropped to under 30 because of
the financial crisis. “Market is
what attracts and decides,” Ar-
bid explains. This logic is more
obvious in the discipline of ar-
chitecture and interior design,
where enrollment showed a
positive correlation with the
building boom in the Arab
world (concentrated in Dubai).

The Sheikh Zayed Hall,
where the exhibition is held, has
been transformed into a space
eerily resembling a Mac store.
The 29 graphic and print design
works are mounted on a plat-
form best explained as a “light
box.” Designed by Arbid as a

collaborative effort between
the architecture and the graph-
ic-design faculty, the 29 bright-
ly and playfully lit light boxes
carry more meaning than its
minimalist decor suggests. “It
goes beyond the electronic con-
notation. It represents the dy-
namism of the city ... in subtle
ways without direct references
to words,” Arbid explains.

The light-box installations,

together with the artwork they
support, add much to the am-
biance, lending an air of so-
phistication. e exhibition
aims to be professional, gallery-
like almost, and manages to
come off assuch without falling
into the trap of pretension.

The exhibition’s concept of
LOOP came about in hopes of
accentuating the significance of
collaboration. In design, it is not

The .Shmkh Zayed Hall, where the exhibition is held, has heentransformed into a space resembling a Mac store.

just about the getting of inspira-
tion, but about the giving - much
of an artist’s knowledge and im-
pressions stem from collabora-
tions. Design is not a discipline
in which the solitary actor tri-
umphs. Instead, it is one in which
a series of diverging nodes con-
spire to create meaning.

Sami Kiwan, a second-year
graphic-design student, proud-
ly introduces his project —a new

corporate identity for Picto-
plasma, a renowned Berlin-
based advertisement company.
He patiently walks me
through his logo, flyers, promo-
lional iIEmS. E.lld evena manuai
chronicling the development of
the concept.Apathy, so common
in many of such exhibitions, is
absent, and only the youthful
originality of the exhibition
gives away its true identity.
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