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Actualités Libanaises

La LAU de Byblos honore ses diplomés

Plumt:uts milliers de personnes ont assisté A la cérémonie de remise

des dipldmes 2 1'Université libano-sméricaine (LAU), sur son
campus de Byblos, Non moins de 425 éudiants ont ainsi été distin-
gués sous le regurd ému de leurs familles, Tarek Mitri, ministre de
I'Information, le député Nehmetallah Abi Nasr, Fadi Yarak. représen-
tant le président Michel Sleiman, et de nombreux officicls ont assisté
i cetle cérémonie.

Dans son discours, le président de la LAU, Joscph Jabra, a
déclaré : « Nous sommes heureux de vous informer gue nos ef-
forts dans fa recherche d'une compléte uccréditarion d'une des
meillewres agences des Etats-Unis, " Assaciation des écoles et des
universités de Nouvelle-Angleterre, renconirent wn grand suc-
cés, » Selon M. Jabra, I"accréditation pourrait méme étre acceptée
dés 2009,

Au eours de celte soirée, un titre de docteur honoris causa a éé
décerné a "homme d'affaires Frangois Bassil. « C'esr la responsa-
bilité de Iy jeunesse de chévir les valeurs humanistes, nationales et
morales quelle a apprizes a Uuniversité, Cela seutement peut sauver
le Liban de Ia régression qui le touche depuis des années », at-il
affirmé lors de son allocution.
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Lebanon

LAU graduates 1,381 students at

Beirut, Byblos campuses

FRANCOIS BASIL, ADNAN KASSAR RECEIVE HONORARY DOCTORATES

Tim Fitzsimons
Special o The Daily Sta-

BEIRUT: The Lebanese Ameri-
can University’s two campuses
in Beirut and Byblos graduated
1,381 students on Thursday
and Saturday. Among those in
attendance were several repre-
sentatives of President Michel
Sleiman, Parliament Speaker
Nabih Berriand Prime Minister
Fouad Siniora,

The commencement exercis-
esin Beirut began with a speech
by LAU president Juoseph Jub-
bra. He noted the progress that
LAU hasmade toward several of
its financial, academic, and pro-
fessional goals, in accordance
with its five-year strategic plan
that it implemented in Seplem-
ber 2005 According to .Ia.bhra
the plan “gave our lniversity a
renewed sense of purpose.”

“We have adopted the best
Eractlcesm studentrecmltment

ept tuition increases low, in-
creased ., financial aid to over
£10,000,000 ... |and] attracted
bnll:ant students," he added.
also detailed the
mr:E:ﬁ the university was
toward achieving full
cemﬁcanﬂn with an American
accreditation agency, the New
England Association of Schools
and Colleges. Acconling to Jab-
bra, LAU received accreditation
candidacy confirmation in Sep-
tember 2007, and he said he felt
"venrstronﬁljr"’ that LAU would
receive full accreditation m
2009. Jabbra also described the
toward cnrollment at

gt‘tSS
the new LAU Gilbert end Rose

The commentement WWHWSWMQMWQ‘DMW praduate.

Marie Chagoury School of Med-
icine; by next year, students
from the pre-med undergradu-
ate program will begin enroliing
in the new medical schoal.
Atthe Bﬁblos campus gradu-
ation, an henorary doctorate
was awarded to businessman
and banker Francois Bassil. In
his accegtanbe speech, Bassil
described some of the current
challenges faced by the Leba-

nese state and ity populace, in.

cluding  his sentiment that
Lebanese citizens “[do] not be-
lonp ta the nation, but |are] su‘]l
confined tothe family and sect.
He also spoke specifically
about the [orces pmmptm
well-educated Lebanese yout
10 emigrate, and called instead
for a“government in which the
youth finds & promising fo-
ture,” within Lebanon,
Arcording to Bassil, that goal
can be reached if university

graduates hold fast io the “hu-
manitarian, national, and moral
values which they've learned.”

Beirut campus valediclorian
Siwar Zein drew parallels be-
tween her class’ tumultuous
journey and the journey
Lebanon and Beinut have taken
over the past four years,

She noted that exactly two
years earlier 1o the day, the
summer 2006 war with [srael
began. “It makes complete
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Lebanon

Continuation 1

sense,” she mused, saying}:l“Tt is
such an occasion thai hrings
light to the darkest of times.”

The joy of graduation helps
the students “overcome the sor-
rows of yeslerday,” and “arise
like the famous phoenix.”

At the Beirut campus gradu-
ation, an henorary doctorate
was awarded to Adnan Kassar,
the president of the Union of
Chambers of Commerce, In-

dustry, and Agriculture for Arab

b 1
J o

Counirics. In his speech, ias-
sar spoke of the mixed fzelings
that inevitably come with such
a momentous day in students’
lives. He too drew connections
between the graduating class
moment in fime and momentin
Lebanese political history, say-
ing: *It Isnatural to have mixed
feclings of joy. accomplish-
ment, and fear of the unknown
un @ day like this.”

He finished hy calling on all

Bassil receives an honora dectorate fm labra at LAU's Byblos campus.

the students to “*keep Lebanon
in your hearts and minds, and
try 1o participate - each from
your respective position, in the
country’s progress, develop-
ment, and national umty.”

The Beirut campus awarded
diplomas to 220 graduates of
the Schoal ofArts and Sciences,
709 graduates of the Schoal of
Business, and 27 graduates of
the School of Engineering and
Architecture. Meanwhile, the

Byblos campus awarded diplo-
mas 10 97 graduates of the
Schoaol of Arts and Sciences,
100 graduates of the School of
Business, 119 graduvates of the
School of Engineering and Ar-
chitecture, and 103 students of
the School of Pharmacy.

The Beirut campus also grant-
ed a certificate of academic
achievement to the family of Ha-
la Genrge Haddad, who passed
away shortly before praduation.
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